DATABASE

NBRUs Participate in Biodiversity
Information Sharing and Data
Management Training Gourse

m By Imelda C. Pangga

ith the aim of sefting up

country-specific data

bases and establishing
data sharing protocol, the ASEAN
Regional Centre for Biodiversity
Conservation (ARCBC) conducted
a Biodiversity Information Sharing
and Data Management Training
Course in Bangkok, Thailand. The
database training was held for 12
days (02-15 March 2003) at the
National Electronics and Com-
puter Technology Center
(NECTECQC).

During the training, the 19 par-
ticipants representing each of the
National Biodiversity Reference Units
in nine ASEAN member-countries
learned how to create and maintain
SQL databases, publish the data-
base over the web, extract the coun-
try databases from ARCBC database,
and demonstrate the uses and ap-
plication of ARCBC developed

softwares.
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A culminating activity of the train-
ing was the extraction of the country
data for each participating ASEAN
countries from the ARCBC data col-
lection. The extracted data were
placed in CDs and given fo each
country representative or participant.
The participants were tasked to set
up this database in their respective
country and continuously update it
based on information available in
their country.

The training course is a big step
in assisting ASEAN institutions in
setting up country-specific databases
and data sharing protocol. All
softwares taught were free of charge,
from the installation up to the main-
tenance. This is to help the NBRUs
in maintaining the databases at the
least cost possible.

The course was implemented
through team teaching, with Mr.
Lewie Dekker, EU Database Expert,
Imelda Pangga, Head of the Data-

base Branch, Mr.Edmund “Jojo”
Revilla, SQL Programmer and Mr.
Renato Marapao, Web Administra-
for alternating to explain the course
and assisting the participants in their
practical or hands-on exercises.
ARCBC Co-Directors Gregorio |.
Texon and John R. MacKinnon both
emphasized 1o the parficipants the
importance of the fraining course as
well as biodiversity information shar-
ing among ASEAN member coun-
fries.

The following atftended the
course:

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Mr. Arifin Kalat Abdullah
Brunei National Herbarium

Mr. Mudh Firdaus Lai Abdullah
MIS Forestry Department

CAMBODIA
Mr. Chhith Sophadl
Relationship and Public Office,

Ministry of Environment

INDONESIA

Mr. Sutoto Dwijayanto
Ministry of Forestry

Mr. Lukman Budiman
Research Center for Biology

LAO PDR

Mr. Ithiphonh Chanthamalinh
Department of Forestry

Ms. Syphavanh Inthapatha
Department of Foresty

MALAYSIA

Mr. Shafee Sajat

Malaysian Science and Technology
Information Center,

Ministry of Science, Technology
and Environment
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TOoAmy

Ms. Sam Yen Yen
Forest Research Institute of

Malaysia (FRIM)

Natural Resources (DENR)

Mr. Antonio Bautista
Management Information
Services (MIS)

Department of Environment and

Natural Resources (DENR)

PHILIPPINES

Ms. Sarah Jane Tagtag
Planning Division

Protected Areas and Wildlife
Bureau (PAWB)

Department of Environment and

SINGAPORE
Ms. Cheryl Chia
National Parks Board

Mr. Chua Keng Soon
Department of Biological Sciences
National University of Singapore

THAILAND

Ms. Woranad Tangthachtong
Ms. Chompunut Songkhow
Ms. Phimphann Ngoented
Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment

VIETNAM

Mr. Le Hoang Anh

Vietnam Environment Protection
Agency

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment

Mr. Nguyen Duc Hung
Department of Environment
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment m

Imelda C. Pangga is the Chief

of the Database Branch at the ASEAN
Regional Centre for Biodiversity
Conservation.
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Buying publications
from ARCBC

ARCBC is pleased to announce that the
Natural History Book Service
(www.nhbs.com) has been appointed
distributor of ARCBC publications
outside ASEAN Countries.

Below is the list of available titles.
e Marine Protected Areas
in Southeast Asia
e Guidebook of Biodiversity
Principles for Developers
and Planners
e Participatory 3-Dimensional
Modelling: Guiding Principles
and Applications
e Competence Standards
for Protected Area Jobs
in Southeast Asia —
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