Vietnam hosts the world’s
most endangered primates

m By Rexie Jane Parrefo

surviving population of the
eastern black crested gibbon
(Nomascus nasutus) and a
new population of Tonkin snub-nosed
monkey (Rhinopithecus avunculus)
have been found in Vietnam.
According to the Vietnam Invest-
ment Review (2002), at least eight
black-crested gibbons are surviving
in a small fragmented forest in Trung
Khanh district near the China bor-
der. The black-crested gibbon is
known to be the world’s most criti-
cally endangered primate, having a
global population between 14 to 28
individuals. La Quang Trung and
Trinh Dinh Hoang, both Vietnamese
biologists of Fauna and Flora Inter-
national (FFI), discovered and docu-
mented the primates’ occurrence in
the area. Gibbons’ songs were re-
corded and sent to Hannover Insti-

tute of Zoology in Germany to
confirm their existence.

Another rare primate, Tonkin
snub-nosed monkey, was observed
in Vietnam. FFl biologist Le Khac
Quyet has found 50 to 60 individu-
als in the Du Gia nature reserve in
Ha Giang province, increasing the
known population of the said pri-
mates from 200 to 260 individuals.
The Tonkin snub-nosed monkey is a
critically endangered primate, en-
demic to the Tuyen Quang, Ha
Giang and Bac Can provinces of
Vietnam.

The nature reserve’s five staff are
not able to act as protectors for the
species that live on an area as large
as 24 hectares. FFl, Frankfurt Zoo-
logical Society and Muenster
Allwetter Zoo have been playing a
crucial role in the establishment of

National Biodiversity Reference Units (NBRUs) Directory

management systems for the Na
Hang nature reserve in Tuyen Quang
province, the first reserve for the
protection of the Tonkin snub-nosed
monkey. With the assistance of the

Fl, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development has facilitated the
establishment of a second protected
area in Cham Chu, Tuyen Quang
province. They aim to strengthen
protected area management and
community-based conservation inter-
vention, and instigate local patrol
groups and buffer-zone develop-
ment programs around three nature
reserves where the species occurs, in
their fight to save it from extinction.m

Source
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