ABOUT YOU AND US
4 Letter from the NBRU of the Philippines

Dear Readers,

lt is my pleasure to introduce this issue, which
addresses one of the key topics of conservation:
people’s participation. What makes this issue particu-
larly interesting is its focus on visualizing people’s
knowledge via different means ranging from commu-
nity mapping to modern Geographic Information
Technologies to foster dialogue among multiple stake-
holders.

1997, addressing the rights of indigenous peoples on
ancestral lands and waters and providing the basis
for incorporating traditional knowledge in sustainable
natural resources management.

As the Director of the Protected Areas and Wildlife
Bureau, | welcome initiatives like the “ASEAN
Biodiversity” because the basis of change is learning
and learning occurs mainly by sharing lessons learned
and additional valuable information.

The Philippines has been at the forefront in terms
of incorporating people’s participation in protected
area management. As early as 1992, Congress passed
R.A. No. 7586 better known as the National Inte-
grated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act, calling for
the active participation of local communities in pro-
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tected area management. Among the salient provi-
sions of the NIPAS Act is the creation of the Protected

Area Management Board for each protected area. | and Natural Resources

The Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act (IPRA) followed in | Philippines
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