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IUCN Protected Area
Categories

Category 1a: Strict Nature Reserve
– full protection for natural
ecosystems in an unmodified state.

CategoryIb: Wilderness Area –
wilderness protection.

Category II: National Park/State
Park – ecosystem protection and
recreation.

Category III: Natural Monument –
conservation of specific natural
features.

Category IV: Habitat/Species
Management Area – conservation
through active management.

Category V: Natural Landscape/
Seascape – landscape/seascape
conservation and recreation.

Category VI: Managed Resource
Protected Area – sustainable use
of the natural ecosystem.
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